
Landmarks Commission 
MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

 

February 15, 2024 - 6:00 PM 
Conference Room A/B 
3805 S. Casper Drive 

 
 

 

Published: 2/14/2024 @ 8:06 AM 

AGENDA 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL; DECLARATION OF QUORUM; PUBLIC NOTICE 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  A. January 18, 2024 Minutes 
4. TREASURER'S REPORT - Treasurer Cheryl Warzcak  
5. COMMUNICATIONS - Chairperson Lori Doyle 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
  A. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: 

Governor Julius Heil home: Commissioner Kahlfeldt 
  B. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: Little 

Grove school: Commissioner Marquardt  
  C. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: Miller 

property on S. Moorland Rd (Barn foundation exists): Commissioner Ament 
  D. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: New 

Berlin Soap Box Derby Grounds: Commissioner Marquardt 
  E. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: S. 

Calhoun Road—Site of Round Barn (Future Autumn Trace Subdivision): Commissioner Doyle 
  F. Discussion on Cultural & Historic Resources Chapter 4, Comprehensive Plan, City of New Berlin: Liaison 

Kelly W, DCD 
  G. Discussion and possible vote on Gravestone base / letter restoration in Historic Cemeteries – 

Commissioner Warzcak 
  H. Review and approval of updated write-ups for properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational 

Markers”: Casper Inn 
  I. Review and approval of updated write-ups for properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational 

Markers”: Hickory Grove 
  J. Review and approval of updated write-ups for properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational 

Markers”: Milwaukee Astronomical Society 
  K. Review and approval of updated write-ups for properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational 

Markers”: New Berlin Hills Golf Course 
  L. Review and approval of updated write-ups for properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational 

Markers”: Wisconsin Cheese & Butter Company Building 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
  A. Scheduling of formal city notice and public hearings for informational markers as approved in Old Business 

– required next steps in the Informational Landmark process. 
  B. Discussion and possible recommendation to common council on reducing the commissioners appointed to 

the Landmarks Commission from eight members down to six members.  
  C. Discussion and possible vote on payment of WAHPC Invoice for 2024 annual membership. 
  D. Discussion on CLG Annual Reporting requirements. 
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8. TABLED BUSINESS 
  A. Discussion & possible vote on replacement of failing Landmark signs and updated wording. (TABLED: 

1/18/2024) 
9. SET MEETING DATE 
10. ADJOURN 
 
 

Supplemental Information: 
• The meeting agenda and agenda packet are available online at www.NewBerlin.org. The minutes are published online and are 

approved at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
• It is possible that action will be taken on any of the items on the agenda and that the agenda may be discussed in any order. 
• You may provide comments to the City Clerk via email at CitizenComments@NewBerlin.org. Comments will be forwarded to the 

Mayor and members of the governing body. Emailed comments are not read during the meeting. 
• The City of New Berlin strives to host inclusive, accessible meetings that enable all individuals to engage and participate fully. 

Any person who has a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act that requires that the meeting be 
accessible, please contact City Clerk Rubina R. Medina at (262) 786-8610 or via email at CityClerk@NewBerlinWI.gov at least 
48 hours before the scheduled meeting time. Efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through 
appropriate aids and/or services. 

• It is also possible that members of and possibly a quorum of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in 
attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at the above-
stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to in the above notice. 
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Landmarks Commission 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

 

January 18, 2024 - 6:00 PM 
Conference Room A/B 
3805 S. Casper Drive 

 
 

 
 

Please note: Minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regular scheduled meeting. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  
   

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Lori Doyle at 6:00 PM 
  

2. ROLL CALL; DECLARATION OF QUORUM; PUBLIC NOTICE  
   

Present: Chairperson Doyle, Commissioners Ament, Marquardt, Orzel, Tyskiewicz and Warczak 
 
Excused: Alderman La Fever 
  

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
  

 

  A. 11/16/2023 Meeting Minutes  
     

MOTION: Motion to Approve with the correction of typo "Chaiuperson Doyle" in the Roll Call 
information 

    
Motion by: Commissioner Warczak 
Second by: Commissioner Orzel 

VOTE: 

Motion Passed 4-0, with Commissioners Marquardt and Tyskiewicz voting "Present" 
  

4. TREASURER'S REPORT  
  

 

  A. Treasurer Cheryl Warzcak   
    

• The 2023 budget concluded with total expenses of $100.00 and amount returned to the General 
Fund as $1900.00 

• The 2024 budget is $2000.00 

5. COMMUNICATIONS  
  

 

  A. Chairperson Lori Doyle  
     

Please refer to her email communication to Commissioners on January 17, 2024, as to the sending of all 
agenda items to her no later than the Monday of the week before each Landmarks Commission meeting. 
  

6. OLD BUSINESS  
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  A. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: 
Governor Julius Heil home: Commissioner Kahlfeldt  

     
Chairperson Doyle will check on the updates of these write-ups, and will discuss with City Attorney Mark 
Blum and Mayor Dave Ament as to which items can be acted on for Informational Markers. 
  

  B. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: Little 
Grove school: Commissioner Marquardt   

     
Chairperson Doyle will check on the updates of these write-ups, and will discuss with City Attorney Mark 
Blum and Mayor Dave Ament as to which items can be acted on for Informational Markers. 
  

  C. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: Miller 
property on S. Moorland Rd (Barn foundation exists): Commissioner Ament  

     
Chairperson Doyle will check on the updates of these write-ups, and will discuss with City Attorney Mark 
Blum and Mayor Dave Ament as to which items can be acted on for Informational Markers. 
  

  D. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: New 
Berlin Soap Box Derby Grounds: Commissioner Marquardt  

     
Chairperson Doyle will check on the updates of these write-ups, and will discuss with City Attorney Mark 
Blum and Mayor Dave Ament as to which items can be acted on for Informational Markers. 
  

  E. Discussion of updated write-ups for Properties for Landmark consideration as “Informational Markers”: S. 
Calhoun Road—Site of Round Barn (Future Autumn Trace Subdivision): Commissioner Doyle  

     
Chairperson Doyle will check on the updates of these write-ups, and will discuss with City Attorney Mark 
Blum and Mayor Dave Ament as to which items can be acted on for Informational Markers. 
  

  F. Discussion on Cultural & Historic Resources Chapter 4, Comprehensive Plan, City of New Berlin: Liaison 
Kelly W, DCD 
   

    Cultural and Historic Resources Chapter 4 – Chairperson Doyle will check with Kelly in DCD regarding this 
item. 
  

  G. Discussion & possible vote on replacement of failing Landmark signs and updated wording.  
     

Updated wording of the signs for New Berlin Center Cemetery, German Evangelical Protestant Cemetery, 
Sunnyside Cemetery, and Holy Apostles Cemetery was discussed. 
 
MOTION: Motion to Table 
    

Motion by: Commissioner Ament 
Second by: Commissioner Marquardt 

VOTE: 

Motion Passed 6-0 
  

  H. Discussion and possible vote on Gravestone base / letter restoration in Historic Cemeteries – 
Commissioner Warzcak  

     

• Being that a contact person to do this type of work is very difficult to find, Commissioner Ament 
and Chairperson Doyle will reach out in several directions to pursue this. 

• This item may need to be removed from the agenda if they do not have success. 

  I. Reminder of Holiday party after regularly scheduled February Meeting  
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The Landmarks Commission Holiday Party will be held at Armeli’s Restaurant following our next meeting on 
February 15, 2024. 
  

7. NEW BUSINESS  
   

     None 
  

8. SET MEETING DATE  
   

February 15, 2024 at 6:00 PM, City Hall Conference Room A/B 
  

9. ADJOURN  
   

MOTION: Motion to Adjourn at 6:57 PM 
    

Motion by: Commissioner Warczak 
Second by: Commissioner Ament 

VOTE: 

Motion Passed 6-0 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jennifer Tyskiewicz, Landmarks Commission Secretary 
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Governor Julius Heil Home 
 

Julius Heil was the 26th Governor of Wisconsin, serving from 1939 to 1943.  Julius Heil was a successful 
businessman turned Governor. In 1901, Julius Heil founded the Heil Rail joint Company in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, pioneering the use of electric welding. As the company grew and prospered, Heil began building 
truck bodies, hydraulic hoists, and a variety of truck trailers for the newborn automotive industry. 
 
THE HEIL HOMESTEAD 
Julius Heil was born on January 24, 1876, in Germany and when he was five his family moved to a farm in New 
Berlin, Wisconsin. He served in the military during World War I. His service in the U.S. Army took place during the 
years of World War I, which occurred from 1917 to 1918. Heil was married to Margaret Richardson Heil, and 
they had two children together. He passed away on November 30, 1949, due to a heart attack and is buried at 
Wisconsin Memorial Cemetery in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
 
In 1910, Heil built his home in New Berlin, Wisconsin. According to the Historical Marker Database, the Heil 
Homestead is located at 42° 56.153' N, 88° 9.734' W. Marker is in New Berlin, Wisconsin, in Waukesha County. 
The marker is on West Julius Heil Drive, 0.2 miles west of South Racine Avenue, on the right when traveling west. 
The marker is at or near this postal address: 19890 W Julius Heil Dr, New Berlin WI 53146, United States of 
America. 
 
The Heil Homestead is a historic property listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It's a distinctive part 
of Wisconsin's architectural history. It is an excellent example of Prairie School architecture, a style known for its 
horizontal lines, flat or hipped roofs with broad overhanging eaves, and integration with the natural 
environment. The Home was designed by the renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright and is one of the few Frank 
Lloyd Wright-designed homes in Wisconsin. The property also features extensive Prairie-style landscaping, which 
was also designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. It's an integral part of the overall architectural design. 
 
Unique features about Frank Lloyd Wright's homes include built-in furniture which were part of Wright's 
philosophy of organic architecture. The home features custom-designed stained-glass windows, showcasing 
Frank Lloyd Wright's attention to detail and integration of art into his architectural designs. Natural materials 
such as wood and stone were used to create a harmonious connection between the building and its natural 
surroundings. The Fireplace design is a striking focal point of these type of homes. And while this residence is 
not available to the public its status as a historical landmark highlights its importance in the architectural and 
cultural history of New Berlin and Wisconsin as a whole. 
 
CAREER 
In 1938, after Julius Heil was elected Governor of Wisconsin, his son Joseph F. Heil became C.E.O. of the Heil 
Company and later became Chairman of the board. Joe Heil, Sr. served for 39 years until his son, Joseph F. Heil, 
Jr. took over. He served as the company's leader until 1993 when Heil was purchased by the Dover Corporation. 
 
During his tenure as governor, Heil implemented innovative budgetary procedures that were seen as a model 
for other states. His efforts were aimed at improving efficiency in government spending. Heil was also known for 
his support of conservation efforts. He worked to protect Wisconsin's natural resources and promoted the 
creation of new state parks. Heil was an aviation enthusiast and helped establish airports and airfields in 
Wisconsin during his time in office. He promoted the development of aviation infrastructure.  According to the 
Waukesha County Historical Society, he coined the phrase "America’s Dairy Land” and he was known as “Julius, 
the Just”. 
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For more information on Gov. Julius Peter Heil visit the following links: 
• National Governors Association, https://www.nga.org/governor/julius-peter-heil-2/ 
• The Historical Marker Database, https://www/hmdb.org/m.asp?m=43299 
• Wisconsin Historical Society, https://www/wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS8619 
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The Story of Hickory Grove Elementary School  

Hickory Grove, located on the corner of Cleveland Avenue and Sunny Slope Road in New Berlin, served as a public 
elementary school from 1952 to 1979.  Several other schools preceded Hickory Grove on this very same site and share in 
its story.   

The Early Years 

Ezra “E.F.” Bennett, like many of New Berlin’s earliest settlers, 

was a Yankee from Onondaga County, New York.  Born in 

1816, he came to Wisconsin in 1839, and staked his claim of 

one hundred acres on what is known today as Cleveland 

Avenue.   

In October, 1851, Bennett deeded a half-acre of his property 

to be used for a school.  A one-room log school house was 

built on the site and came to be known as Bennett School.  It 

was replaced in 1867 by an old cooper shop which was moved 

to the school site from a previous location within the 

Township of New Berlin.   

By 1890, the Township of New Berlin was divided into 

fourteen school districts.  Eight were located within the 

Township’s geographic boundaries, while the other six 

crossed into neighboring communities.  Each district was required to have one elementary school which served students 

through eighth grade, and its own Board of Education, elected by the citizens at the annual meeting.   During this annual 

meeting, the residents of each district were also required to vote on their own tax rate to support school operations.  

Bennett School was in District No. 2, which served the northeastern quadrant of the Town of New Berlin.    

At that time, many children did not attend school regularly or at all, especially in rural areas.  The older children were 

needed to help on their family farms.  Dirt roads and bad weather made traveling to school difficult and sometimes 

dangerous, but attitudes toward education were 

changing as more young people transitioned from 

farming to jobs in manufacturing.  In 1891, Wisconsin 

passed a compulsory attendance law requiring all 

children between the ages of seven and fourteen to 

attend public or private school for a minimum of 

twelve weeks per year.   

In 1897, perhaps as a result of the state’s mandatory 

school attendance law, a referendum was approved to 

sell the repurposed cooper shop which served as 

Bennett School for $15.00 ($555 in today’s dollars), 

and build a new school on the same site.  Three years 

later, a white, one-room frame school house was 

finished at a cost of $1,000 ($36,000 today’s dollars).  

A central wood-burning stove provided heat, but there 

was no source of water on the property.  It was carried 

daily from a nearby farm.     

Figure 1:  Hickory Grove, 1952 – 2023.  Photo taken August 14, 2023 

Figure 2: Bennet School, later Hickory Grove School, 1900-1951, Courtesy 
of the New Berlin Historical Society 
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A New Century Brings Change 

The Board of Education voted to change the name of Bennett School to Hickory Grove School in 1914.  The reason for the 

name change is lost in the annals of history.  Perhaps it was a reference to the trees that still thrive on the school grounds 

or maybe it was inspired by the words of a popular song written for a Broadway musical in 1907:    

School days, school days 
Dear old Golden Rule days. 
Readin’ and ‘riting and ‘rithmetic  
Taught to the tune of the hickory stick. 
 

One thing, however, was certain...much more than the name of Hickory Grove School was about to change.   

A couple of years earlier, in 1912, Otto (Wilbur) Conrad, a West Allis business man, purchased about 60 acres of land for 

development in the northeastern section of the Town of New Berlin.  He believed this area, with its easy access to the 

interurban railway, would make ideal home sites for the families of blue-collar workers who commuted daily to the 

nearby Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Plant in West Allis.    

Wilbur Conrad was right.  New Berlin’s first subdivision, known as Conrad Park was a success.  More land was purchased 

in 1928 for a second subdivision on the corner of Greenfield Avenue and Sunny Slope Road, with space for 188 lots.  Even 

during the Great Depression of the 1930s, the home sites continued to sell.     

These sales, of course, had a direct impact on the enrollment of Hickory Grove Elementary School.  By 1932, its days as a 

one-room school house were over.   The white, one-room frame school house was remodeled and expanded again in 

1941 and 1946, but this was just a prelude to the challenges that lay ahead.     

The years following the end of World War II, known as the Baby 

Boom Era, brought even more new homes and families to the 

area.  In 1951, the Hickory Grove School Board approved plans to 

build an elementary school with four classrooms and a multi-

purpose room for a total cost of $76,500 ($857,000 in today’s 

dollars). The new Hickory Grove Elementary School opened its 

doors on April 7, 1952, to welcome 135 students, but the 

population continued to increase, and two more additions were 

made during the 1950s.  

By 1960, the enrollment of Hickory Grove had grown to 780 

students.  It was one of the two largest school populations among 

non-consolidated school districts in Waukesha County; the other 

was the neighboring district of Calhoun.  Barracks were erected at 

Hickory Grove for use as classrooms and four sections of 

kindergarten were housed at nearby Forest Park Presbyterian 

Church.      

With no room available to expand Hickory Grove, the Board of Education opted to build a second elementary school.  

Located about one mile north of Hickory Grove on Sunny Slope Road, Orchard Lane, was opened in 1961.  That year 

Hickory Grove and Orchard Lane shared an enrollment of 850 students.  

Earlier that spring, the voters approved a referendum to consolidate twelve of New Berlin’s fourteen elementary school 

districts into one with a district-wide school board.  In 1958, town officials had filed a petition with Waukesha County to 

Figure 3: One of additions to Hickory Grove completed in the 
1950s. Note the beautiful trees that still surround the school. 
Photo taken August 14, 2023 
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form a New Berlin High School District, and the new high school, now known as New Berlin West, was scheduled to open 

in 1962.  A more unified approach to school governance and planning was needed.   

The consolidated School Board faced many challenges, but the most consequential continued to be enrollment.   The 

number of students attending New Berlin’s public schools increased from 1,500 in 1958 to 6,800, an astonishing rate of 

450%   Glen Park Middle School was opened in 1966 and a second high school, New Berlin Eisenhower, was opened in 

1969.  By 1970, the total enrollment in New Berlin Public Schools peaked at about 7,000 students.    

And just like that...the pattern of rapid growth was replaced with more than a decade of declining enrollment.  There 

were several reasons.  The children in the older subdivisions were growing older and graduating, but their parents didn’t 

move.  Many years of high inflation followed by a recession in the early 1980s made it difficult for young families to 

purchase homes.  Families were having fewer children.   

The School Board needed to shift gears. Buildings would be closed and school communities would be merged.   

Hickory Grove: The Final Chapter 

At the end of the 1978-79 school year, the Board of Education closed Hickory Grove.  It was the first school closed in the 

consolidated school district.  A church rented a portion of the building for a few years and it served as a home to the 

New Berlin Senior Center and Food Pantry.  But in 1983, Hickory Grove began a new chapter.  The City of New Berlin 

purchased the building from the school district for one dollar to serve as an Activity and Recreation Center.  For many 

years, a wide variety of classes were taught for students of all ages and abilities.  There was cooking, dancing, yoga, 

technology, sports and even a summer day camp, but eventually the building’s limitations and aging infrastructure 

presented problems.     

In 2020, the City Council approved the construction of a new Activity and Recreation Center, The ARC, located at 15321 

W. National Avenue.  This state-of-the-art facility opened in June 2022, and the long story of Hickory Grove has probably  

come to an end, but its impact on our community will be long remembered.   

Sources  

Hickory Grove School, Volume IV, No. 1, New Berlin Almanack, Winter, 1969.   

Milham, Mary Ella, New Berlin, Wisconsin to 1900, Not as German as You’d Think.  Fredericton, New Brunswick:  University of New 

Brunswick Libraries, 2003, ISBN 1-55131-051-1. 

Juds, Audrey & Totten, David, New Berlin, Wisconsin, From Country to City, A Twentieth Century History, Copyright by New Berlin 

Historical Society, Year unlisted.  ISBN 978-1-5323-9008-1.  

https://dalbello.comminfo.rutgers.edu/FLVA/background/education.html, cited September 16, 2023. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_education_in_the_United_States, cited September 16, 2023.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_Days_(Will_D._Cobb_and_Gus_Edwards_song, cited September 16, 2023.  

https://www.newberlin.org/DocumentCenter/View/215/Chapter-4?bidId=, cited September 16, 2023.  

https://www.in2013dollars.com/us/inflation/1897?amount=1, cited September 16, 2023.  
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	 	 	        MILWAUKEE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 
  Address: 18850 W Observatory Road, New Berlin WI 53146 * 

www.milwaukeeastro.org, MAS history 1932-33 

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society (MAS) built its first observatory at this location in 
1937-38.  Formed in September 1932, the MAS was established with eighteen charter 
members and observing sessions were held in the backyard of Luverne Armfield’s home at 
2046 S. 59th St., West Allis.  In 1927 Luverne Armfield was an Equipment Engineer for the 
Wisconsin Telephone company whose first interest in astronomy was in building telescopes.  In 
1929 he built his first telescope, which was mounted in the backyard of his West Allis home.  A 
membership of 130 by 1933 led to plans to build an observatory outside of that city.  However, 
with funds low due to the Great Depression, those plans were put on indefinite hold.  In the 
meantime, as of 1934, the group incorporated as a non-profit and began producing its own 
publication—‘The MAS Bulletin,’ that had a circulation of about 100.  In 1935, publication was 
discontinued.  It was decided instead to publish ‘Amateur Astronomy,’ a publication of the 
American Amateur Astronomical Association, that originally included groups from the states of 
Connecticut, Illinois, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin (Wisconsin had 
groups in both Madison and Milwaukee, the only state with two groups). 


Although 1.1 acre of land was gifted to the organization in 1934 by one of its members—
Professors M.J.W. Phillips, the frame structure called the Armfield Observatory (or A-Dome) 
was not built until 1937.  A telescope was installed the next year.  Dedication was held on June 
18, 1938, with the primary address being given by Charles Hetzer of the Yerkes Observatory.


A series of now extant buildings were gifted from the Milwaukee Public Museum and the City 
of Milwaukee during the late 1930’s and early 1940’s.  Following their removal, in 1947-48, 
plans were made for a new double-domed observatory on expanded grounds, however those 
plans were never accomplished,  Instead, a single-domed, cinder block structure called the 
Buckstaff Observatory or B-Dome, was nearly completely in 1951, but did not formally function 
until almost 1960.  In 1953 a Quonset hut was obtained from the City of Milwaukee (loaned 
through the Milwaukee Public Museum), and attached to the north end of the A-Dome.  In 
1957, the MAS started the Saturday night open house program for members, from May to 
October each year, which is continuing to the present.  In 1958, the newsletter that had been 
discontinued in 1938, was revived and re-named ‘The Double Dome.’  In 1963, two additional 
acres were gifted by the Phillips family and in 1964, 800 red pine trees were planted along the 
perimeter of the property.  In 1965, heated restrooms and a heated darkroom were added to 
the Armfield Observatory.  Construction of the concrete block Z dome began in 1980 and was 
fully completed in 1983.  The remaining structures were built subsequently:  Albrecht 
Observatory (C-Shed, 1990’s); D-Shed (2000); Tangney observatory (2000’s); Zit Observatory 
(2002); Toeller Observatory (2000’s, with update in 2015); and the Solar Observatory (2016).


Located on 3.1 acres of land, the observatory grounds now include numerous structures, nine 
of which are observatories.  The largest structure on the premises is the Armfield Observatory.  
The Milwaukee Astronomical Society identifies itself as among the oldest amateur astronomical 
societies and it operates ‘one of the largest and most extensive amateur clubs in the entire 
world.’  Of note is the fact that it was almost entirely funded and built by the membership.  As 
of 2023, two or the buildings are fifty years old or older and are potentially eligible for the 
National Register under the category of Criterion A: History (Education).  As time passes, 
additional structures might also be considered to contribute to the significance of the grounds.


*Edited by LDeMoss for Informational Landmark status
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	 	 	 	 NEW BERLIN HILLS GOLF COURSE

	 	 	 (Written and originally researched by Ray McInerny Sr.) * 

Established in 1907, New Berlin Hills Golf Course is continually recognized as one of the 
premier Milwaukee golf courses.  It is an 18-hole public golf facility in Southeastern Wisconsin, 
located eight miles west of downtown Milwaukee.  It has become well-known among local 
golfers for its fast and challenging greens, excellent course conditions and quality customer 
service.  New Berlin Hills has hosted several state tournaments and has served as one of the 
qualifying golf courses for the PGA Tour’s Greater Milwaukee Open.  Historic aspects of this 
unique property qualify it for recognition as a City of New Berlin Informational Landmark.  A 
modern 5,00 square foot clubhouse, together with the historic golf course make New Berlin 
Hills an exceptional golf experience, providing the opportunity of panoramic views of 
picturesque golf holes, in a social setting. 


The Woodmont Country Club was founded in 1905 by Oscar Greenwald of Gimbels 
Department Store, Dr. Patek, a founder of Patek Paint Company, Joseph Landauer of Landauer 
Company and a prominent group of lawyers.  In January 1907, Woodmont Country Club 
purchased its original 40 acres in Section 1 from Daniel Ewer.  This formed the 9 hole golf 
course and exclusive club for members only.  It prospered for a while and then, as its members 
aged, and the Great Depression hit, a mortgage to expand the club obtained from Wisconisn 
Bank proved fatal.  Eventually, unable to pay the loan, it was foreclosed upon, and the club 
was sold at sheriff’s sale on January 5, 1943.  It was then purchased on January 5, 1943 by 
John Schunk, a realtor, John Wimmer, a builder, and attorney Cy Shabaz.  They operated the 
club under the name Lincoln Hills with Monie Weiser as pro and Monie’s brother Elmer as 
assistant.  The early years of Lincoln Hills were successful and led by the active participants.  
Fantastic meals were served by Chefs Karl and Gretchen Mader, who later opened their own 
restaurant in the City of Milwaukee after a fire destroyed the clubhouse in 1945.  Several years 
passed as the club became more successful and was widely used for golf and winter 
tobogganing.  The Wimmer and Shabaz families contributed to the development of New Berlin 
and Lincoln Hills continued to be successful.  For a long time the fuse box in the clubhouse, 
built by Lincoln Hills, had smelled but for some reason was ignored, and in 1945 the clubhouse 
was destroyed by an electrical fire.  Interest waned by the mid-1950’s, with Mr. Wimmer left as 
the only surviving member of the original trio.


In 1954, the President of Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company, W. A. Roberts, fulfilled a 
dream for his company to own a recreational facility, and so when the opportunity arose, Allis-
Chalmers bought the course.  Shortly thereafter, he died, so the company named the course in 
honor of him, and it became known as the W. A. Roberts Golf Course.  The company and its 
employees enjoyed the use of the course for several years.  The first woman head pro in the 
state of Wisconsin, Miss Goldie Bateson, remained the teaching professional and manager for 
32 years until 1976.  In 1977 and 1978, Allis-Chalmers leased the course for operation as a 
public golf course.  During this time, the fate of the financial health of Allis-Chalmers was in 
question, and a buyer for the course was sought.


In December, 1978, the City of New Berlin purchased the course from Allis-Chalmers and 
renamed it New Berlin Hills Golf Course.  The efforts of many City of New Berlin employees 
such as Mr. Gene Park, Parks and Recreation Director, many former Mayors such as Mr. 
Eberle, Mr. Rathke, Mr. Malone, Mr. Tully, Ms. Cera, aldermen from those administrations, Mr. 
Leuthold, members of the Parks and Recreation Commission, and countless others, foresaw 
the opportunities at the golf course that led to the purchase.


*Edited by LDeMoss for Informational Landmark status
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	 	       WISCONSIN CHEESE & BUTTER COMPANY BUILDING (1894) * 
17351 W Cleveland Avenue, New Berlin WI 

Constructed of fieldstone, this one-story plus raised basement, front-gabled structure includes 
a one-story, shed-roof wing to the west.  Windows throughout the building are largely two-
over-two-light, double-hung sash, while those along the north entrance elevation are topped 
with headers comprised of three rows of header brick.  A wooden double door is located along 
the building’s basement level, while the main floor includes a single door.  The roof is covered 
with standing seam metal.  A turn-of-the twentieth century photo of the building confirms that 
the structure has changed little since it was built.


Following purchase in November 1893 of a single acre from Fred and Mary Stigler, this 
structure was built in 1894 by the Wisconsin Cheese and Butter Company and was referenced 
at times as the Calhoun Creamery.  Prior research on the building indicates that the structure 
served as a cooperative and that local farmers brought stones from their farms to help build 
the structure.  In appearance, it resembles another creamery in the City that now houses the 
business known as Mustang Shelly’s, a City of New Berlin Landmark located at 18540 W. 
National Avenue, established in 1892.


The lower level included a cheese factory room, boiler room, and a cold storage room, while 
the upper floor was the buttermaker’s quarters.  Although categorized as a cheese factory, the 
building on W. Cleveland Ave. reportedly served as a creamery/cheese factory until 
approximately 1904.  


The following year, the building was purchased by Albert Elger (b. 1882), who at that time 
worked as a cattle dealer with his brother Gust.  He used the structure as a holding location for 
cattle before driving them to the Milwaukee stockyards.  He also built a gambrel-roof house 
east of the stone building, where he and his family resided.


The building is significant due to its direct association with the City of New Berlin’s agricultural 
beginnings during its two periods of ownership.


* from Historical & Architectural Resources Survey, 2018-2019, City of New Berlin/tes/
Historical Consulting LLC; edited by LDeMoss 
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From New Berlin Landmarks Commission Bylaws: 

ArƟcle 2, SecƟon 6: 

SECTION 6. Commissioners. (Municipal Code Chapter 12.52) ComposiƟon and Terms. The Commission 

shall be composed of I members who are residents of the City. Such persons shall be competent and 

informed in the historical, architectural and cultural tradiƟons of the community. Six Eight members shall 

be appointed by the Mayor, subject to confirmaƟon by the Common Council. The ninth commissioner 

shall be appointed by the Common Council President who shall be a member of the Common Council. 

Two of the iniƟal members shall be appointed for a term of one year, 2lor 2 years and 3 for 3 years and 

subsequently members shall be appointed for terms of 3 years as terms expire, except the Common 

Council member shall be for one year. Members of the Commission shall be appointed for succeeding 

terms. A vacancy occurring in the membership for any cause shall be filled by a person appointed by the 

appoinƟng authority and confirmed by the Common Council for the unexpired term. The members of 

such Commission shall receive no compensaƟon except for necessary expenses sustained in carrying out 

their duƟes, which expenses shall be paid by the City as may be authorized by the Common Council The 

Commission may appoint up to 4 nonvoƟng consultants familiar with maƩers of historical significance, 

whose quanƟficaƟons to serve as consultants shall be determined by the Commission.  
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German Evangelical Protestant Cemetery  

 

This historic cemetery was built on land donated in 1842 by Christian Damm, an 

early German immigrant from Rhenish-Bavaria. The first burial took place later 

the same year.  Barbara, the baby daughter of Henry and Barbara Luke, died of 

convulsions.  She was 13 days old.  Eventually, 93 of New Berlin’s earliest 

pioneers were laid to rest in this cemetery; 65 of them, like Barbara, were 

infants or children.  The families represented include Kramer, Korn, Sittle, and 

Wilde.  

A frame church associated with the cemetery was built in 1848 and dedicated in 

1849.  It was the first permanent place of worship in New Berlin.  A parsonage 

and parochial school were added in 1852.  Within three years the congregation 

grew to 42 families, but doctrinal disagreements led to divisions within the 

community.  A majority of members decided to leave.  In 1865, they built a new 

brick church about a mile west from this site.   

By 1867, 25 years after its founding, the original church was abandoned, 

although the last known burials in the cemetery occurred in the early 1870s. 

Through the years the gravestones became hidden under a dense cover of brush 

and debris. . . but the cemetery was not forgotten.  

 

On April 17, 2003, the German Evangelical Protestant Cemetery was designated 

as an historic landmark.  Ground-penetrating radar was used to locate the 

gravesites.  Volunteers of all ages worked for many years to restore and revive 

the headstones and clean the grounds.   

In 2010, thanks to their efforts, the cemetery was rededicated as a testament to 

the courage and determination of New Berlin’s earliest residents. 

 

New Berlin Landmarks Commission- 2024 
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New Berlin Center Cemetery 

 

This historic cemetery was built on land donated around 1840 by Publius Virgil 
“P.V.” Monroe who served as the first town clerk.  Monroe is often credited with 
persuading the town council to change the name of the Town of Mentor to New 
Berlin in honor of the town in New York that many of the earliest settlers, 
including Monroe, called home.   

New Berlin Center is the oldest cemetery in New Berlin.  The large, ornate gate 
at the entrance serves as a reminder to visitors that they are leaving the 
everyday world and entering a spiritual realm.   

The first recorded burial on February 15, 1841 was Harriet E. Monroe, the six-
month-old daughter of P.V. Monroe and his wife, Cordelia. Cordelia was later 
buried in the family plot at the age of 41 in 1855.  P.V. followed in 1861 at the 
age of 47.  

A portion of the cemetery was reserved as a potter’s field for the burial of 
transient and indigent individuals. There are no grave markers or monuments in 
the potter’s field. 

A cemetery association was established in 1857.  Daniel Ewer was the first 
director. The Boyd family served as caretakers from 1910 until July 2021 when 
management of the cemetery was transferred to the City of New Berlin. 

The family names of the early pioneers who lie at rest here include Boyd, 
Meidenbauer, Winton, Killips, Monroe, Church, and Korn.  Veterans of several 
wars are also buried here including seven who fought in the Civil War.   

New Berlin Center Cemetery was designated as a historic landmark on 
November 21, 2013.  It remains an active cemetery. 

 

New Berlin Landmarks Commission - 2024 
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HOLY APOSTLES CEMETERY 
 

In 1855, Bernard Casper, a farmer, cooper and proprietor of the Casper Inn, 
presented the Catholics of the community with a three-acre parcel of land to be 

used for a church and cemetery. 
 

More land was added over the course of the next century to accommodate the 
needs of the growing Catholic congregation. 

 
In 1889, the parish, with the permission and blessing of the archbishop, changed 

its name from St. Valerius to Holy Apostles. 
 

The first burial in the cemetery was Mary Elizabeth Johann on September 26th, 
1885.  The members of many early pioneer families lie at rest in this cemetery:  
the Jungens, Kaus, Kohlers, Biwers, Beres, Jungbluths, Snyders, Stephens and 

Stiglers. 
 

The veterans of several wars are also buried here including Mathias Stephens 
who fought in the Civil War. 
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SUNNYSIDE CEMETERY 
 
 

This historic graveyard was opened in 1841 as a gift to church members by 
Yankee pioneer Rev. Rufus Cheney, founder of Wisconsin’s First Freewill Baptist 

Church. 
 

Among the first burials were Henry B. Cheney, the infant grandson of the pastor, 
on August 26th, 1841, and 33-year-old Anliza Cheney, the wife of the pastor’s 

son, John, in December of 1842. 
 

In contrast to these short lives, Rev. Cheney lived to age 89 (1780-1869), and his 
son to age 97. 

 
In 1887, John Cheney formally deeded 1.3 acres to the newly-formed Sunnyside 

Cemetery Association, and additional land from the Blott Farm increased the 
acreage of the cemetery. 

 
Veterans from six wars are buried here including eighteen from the Civil War.  

Notable is the monument of Dr. John Ingersoll listing three babies who were all 
named Robert in honor of the doctor’s brother, Col. Robert Ingersoll.  All three 

infants lived less than a year. 
 

Other early pioneers who lie at rest here include the Hales, Blotts, Beardsleys 
and Parmenters. 

 
Sunnyside Cemetery was designated as a historic landmark on November 21st, 

2013. 
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